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85 Upon a PAMPHLET Intitul'd, : 


OxskRVATIeNS upon the State of ; 


_ the NATION. 


= Hoever is the Author of the 
=} Obſervations upon the State 
W of the Nation, He has taken 
a Method quite different 
Yard from any that have appear- 
bs ed on that ſide, tho? it is 
eaſie to ſee that his Deſign is the ſame 
with that of the Writers of a reſtleſs Fa- 
ction, proud and imperious in Power, and 
uneaſie, and impatient in Diſgrace. Un- 
der abundance of modth Words, and a 
diſguis'd Deference to his Superiours, he 
has artfully couch'd the moſt oblique Re- 
flections, and with an Air of good Breed- 
ing accus'd his Governours of Male-eAd- 
Piniſtration, The Stile, and manner hi 


VVV 
his Writing has made ſome ſuſpe& it to 
be one whoſe Birth and Quality gives 


him a Place in our Parliament, but that 


is not material, for as this Author ab- 
ſerves, that zo Man's ee can give him 
a ſufficient Licenſe to 


willing to be known, but I can't tell whe. 


ther to lay the Fault upon his Guilt, or his 


Modeſty. 


I think this Author very unhappy in 7 


the firſt Propoſition, which he has laid 


down as a Rule for our Conduct to- 
wards our Governours, which he has 


made as wide and extenfive in point of 
Submiſſion as can be deſir'd, and imme» 


dliately after contradicted that very Rule 
he had laid down. But let us take 4 
View of his Maxim; Thoſe whom by the | 


Laws of God we are commanded not only 


Hands, our Purſes, and our 


wot to reſiſt, but to aid and . with e 
Prayers, ue 


„„ —I ..... 


| brave the Lord of |. 
Hoſts, ſo neither is it a Screen for any who | - 
abuſes the Lord's eAnointed. I ſhall there- 
fore remark upon this Paper as an -- 
zymous Piece, the Writer of which we 
may ſuppoſe as either aſhamed, or un- 
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are certainly required our ſelves tu reue- 4 


rence, and to exbort, and encourage o- 


-tders to do ſo too. Now that Reverence is | 


undoubtedly weakned, whenever we blame 
vo Fe inn Dans, 


il | 


„ 

' ful to the Public Good. The higher the 
eAccuſations are, the greater is the Offence. 
I never heard of any one who has laid 
down this Propoſition in a greater Lati- 
. tude, or more comprehenſive Terms, and 
yet we are told that this is not a ſufficient 
7 Reaſon for to be entirely ſilent, and that it 
i even Dutiful to expreſs the Cauſes of 
dur Complaints. But I rather think that 
there can be no Exception made in this 
- | Cafe, in Matters purely Political; for if 

- it beallow'd to any one, at any one time, 
it will follow that it may be allow'd to 
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Matter? Or why may not any Perſon 
fancy one time as proper to complain, as 
this Writer, or any other does the pre- 
ſent. There is indeed one Inſtance where- 
in the Laws of God will juſtifie us for 

complaining, that is, where Religion is 
diſcountenanc'd, and Vice and Profa ne- 
neſs encourag'd; and ſuch was the time 
When the High Church Men from the 
* Preſs and Pulpit treated the late Mini- 
fſtry in that manner. This Truth this 
Writer owns himſelf, and ſays, © In truti 
„ he has often thought that the Fall of 


e that Miniſtry Was /a juſt Judgment of 
God upon them for their Remiſſnels, in 
s not giving what Check they could to 
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the horrid Courſe of thoſe vile and irre- 
« ligious Books which appear'd at that 
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time; and he fears it is no Breach o 


K 


times that they were Chriſtians. | 
_ Juſt tlierefore and even Providential 


was the Removal of theſe Men, accord- 
ing to the Judgment of this Author, and 
a wiſer and greater than He (tho? he 

may be a Lord) has aſſured us of the 
Happineſs that attends the Diſgrace of 
impious Courtiers. Take away the Wic- 7 
ked from before the Face of the King, and © 
his Throne ſhall, be eſtabliſhed. And it is 
apparent that we have ſeen the Effects of 
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this in ſome meaſure already; the Throne 


Subjects which tended to a weakning the 
Baſis of Authority, and bringing the Sa- 
cred Perſon of Majeſty into Contempt. 
Neither is it to be doubted by the pre- 
fent Forwardneſs of a Glorious Peace, but 


that weghal! find the full Completion of 
the Obſervation of rhe wiſeſt of Kings. 
But yet uneaſie Spirits muſt complain, 
and the Diſgrac'd will take to their old 
Privilege, the laſt Comfort of Diſap- 
pointment, To rail, to find fault, and 
form eApprehen/ions. According to * 
py” Ju- 
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Charity to ſay, that ſome Leading Men 
amongſt them, whilſt they la boured to 
appear to be Eggliſimen, ®orgot ſome- |; 
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being at leaſt ſecured from the Inſults of | 
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Humour with many fair Preteſtations of 


the Sincerity of his Heart, and his true 
Zeal for his Country, he gives his Opi- 


nion of the Evil that may enſue upon the 
'; preſent bottom of the Peace. hae: 


4 The Reaſon (fays this Politic Writer) 

which is given for making PEA ct upon theſe 
Terme, is, That otherwiſe the BALLANCE 
of POWER could not be preſerv'd in Eu- 


rope, ſince the whale Auſtrian Dominions 
and Pretenſions are now ſettled in one 


Man, the preſent Emperour; ſo that it 
would be of worſe Conſequence to the Peace 


of Chriſtendom, to let him enjoy the Whole, 


" than to let Ring Pritie keep Poſſeſſion of 
the Throne of ain, 7 | ales J 
Upon this Poſition, he goes back- 
> ward to the Time when the Empire, 
and the whole Spaniſh Monarchy were 
in the Hands of a ſingle Perſon, vis. 
CHARrLEs the Vth, then it was that 
France ſingly, tho? very much leſs in 


extent of Dominions, and inferiour in 


Power to what it 1s at preſent, main- 
tain'd a long War of above 30 Years 
againſt this mighty Emperour, without 


any very material Loſſes. This is the 


Subſtance of his Aſſertion. And after 


he has referr'd to the Hiſtories of thoſe 
Days for Proof of the FaQ, he makes 
this DeduQtion from it, That if France 


B __ alone 
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Pire, that it is impo {4 
tended Security of this Peace, but that 
the ſame Power, ſo much increas'd, may 


| ( 10 ) 


alone could, at that juncture, oppoſe 


the united Force of - 9% and the Em- 
1 


effect what they pleaſe ; and therefore, 
that the *Ballance of Europe is wrong 
placed, by putting Spain into the Hands 
of PriLte, rather than the Emperonr's. 


After ſo bold an appeal to Hiſtory in | 
this Propoſition, one would imagine, 
that the Author was certain in the Facts 
he alledges: Whereas I {hall make it ap- 
pear, the whole is put in a falſe Light, 
and that it was not the Part of France _ 
ſolely that gave a check to that Great 
Prince, but that other Powers were con- 
federated in the War, and ſeveral critical 
Conjunctures happen'd at that Time to 
weaken the Strength of CHARLES the 
Vth, and favour that of France. 


In the Firſt Place, one great Hindrance 


to CHaRLEs the Vth, and Advantage | 
to Frxaxcis I. was the Beginning of the 
Reformation in Germany, which embroiPd 


At other times there was a whole 


the Firſt in Civil Contentions for ſome 


League againſt him, England, Venice, 
Swiijerland and Horence; beſides the 


Iur was upon his back in Hungary 


All 
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All which, with many other Incidents 


during his Reign, were ſo many draw: : 


backs upon this powerful Xing; and it 


may not by this means be thought ſo 
very difficult for Fxancis to have held 


bin at Bay ſo long 4 time as he did. 
Ho then can it be ſaid, that the ſagle 
: Power of France oppos'd that +1 png 


any more than France can be faid to be 


oppos'd at this time by the ſingle Power 


ok the Houſe of e tra? The Fact then 


is in it ſelf falſe; and I appeal with him 


f to any Hiſtory of thoſe Days to juſtifie 
my Aſſertion. If bare affirming is ſuf- 


ficient to prove What depends upon Te- 


ſtimony, and People will not look back- 


wards for Information, a politive or de- 


- ſigning Writer might eaſily amuſe us 


With a long Tale of his own making, 


Yet farther: Let us obſerve what re- 
lation this Narrative bears towards Exg- 
land, and what Conſequence he draws 
from it. HENRY the VIIIth, at that 
time, turn'd the 'Ballayce which way he 
would, without half the Advantages 
which we enjoy at preſent ; and there- 
fore he draws this wiſe Concluſion, that 
it is impoſſible we ſhould do it zow, 


> | tho? ſo much more powerful and more 


formidable than we were in that King's 
Reign. I ſind this Author will admit of 
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no ſort of reaſoning but his own ; for he 
calls all other a Jet. It is indeed a Feſt | 
to tell us the Power of Fraxce is increasd | 
ſince the Days of HENRY the VIIIth, 
and not to conſider that our own is fo. © 
too; to argue on one ſide of the Que- | 
ſtion, and not to admit of any Objections, 
Is ſuch a Jeſt, that whoever be the Au- 
thor of it, is enough to make him look | 
ridiculous. Of this fort too we muſt 
_ reckon that very Paradoxical Jeſt of his, 
That at Sea France is an overmatch for 
any One of the Maritime Powers; and in 
Truth a Match for both. If the wife Man 
Had ſaid, Aud in Jeſt a Match for both, 
it might have paſs'd; but as for Truth, 
that came in very unhappily in this 
Place. It would not be improper for 
the Aſſerter to ſet down the Date of thje 

Tear, Month and Day, when this hap- | 
pened; or at leaſt, if he can't do that, 
to give us a Catalogue of the Frexch 
Fleet, that we may be able to judge upon | 
the Compariſon, who may prove the 


Superiour ; otherwiſe from ſome certain 


Facts in the late and preſent Reign, we 
muſt take the Liberty to diſſent from his 
mz ET EIT. 0 
Ihe next Object ion he makes to the 
Articles of Peace, is the ſuppoſed good 
Meaning, and inſeparable Union that 


may 
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may continue between thoſe Two King. 


doms. The Diviſion of the Branches of 
the Houſe of Bourbon will not fatisfie him; 
he thinks that it is poſſible, but by no means 
© likely that they ſhould Quarrel. An In- 


ſtance is produced of the fame in the Di- 
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7 viſion of the Branches of the Houſe of 
Auſtria, wherein Spain and the Emperor 
mutually aſſiſted each other 140 Years: 
But was this Aſſiſtance given purely out 
of Affection, and the Relation the Fami- 
lies bore to each other, or out of a Point 
of Intereſt? If it was out of Intereſt, 
it proves nothing, ſince that may be the 
ſame towards any other Kingdom not 
link'd to them by any Ties of Relation 
between their Princes. We ſeldom ſee 
Princes obſerve ſome Ties, which we 
reckon natural to common Men; nor is 
it indeed proper they ſhould, when their 


Subjects are likely to ſuffer by it. And 
thus this Author owns, that it may be 


the Intereſt of Spain not to adhere to 


France; but it muſt be the Intereſt of its 


King. I confeſs, T am not fo ſubtle as 
to d1 


diſtinguiſh on this Point, the Intereſt 
of the Nation being in my Senſe inſepa- 
rable from that of the King. This I 
allow with him, that it is the Intereſt 
of Spain to adhere to France, till their 


Ng is ſettled; but I can't fee why it 


W 

ſhould continue any longer when the 
Scene changes, and it becomes more con- 
venient for Spain to ſhake off Fance, and 
enter into ſome other Alliance, either for 
its Security or Advantage. As for pri- 
vate Engagements, he talks in the Dark; 
and if he were aſſured of them, accord- 
ing to the Notion this Author and 
his Friends have of France and French 
Politics, they ſignifie nothing. If what 
this Author fancies will be the reſult of 


this Peace, be true, he makes S yin A 


mere Province to France; Pulli only 


a Deputy-Governour under his G. 
father. And ſuch a Behaviour indeed 
would ſoon bring about the Point of 
the Houſe of eAuſtria, and give them an 
Opportunity of aſſerting their Title with | 


a better Succeſs than * have done, 
by engaging others in a long War to 
procure an Eſtabliſhment for them. 
But all this, ſays he, theſe fine Schemes 
which I have ſpun out of my own Head, 
is upon a Suppoſition, that the Two Crowns 
are upon Two Heads. And then he 92 
ceeds to enquire, what may probably hap- 
pen if the Dauphin ſhould die without 
ue Male; and then to give ſome Reaſons 
againſt the Renunciation of K. PHILIP, 


which he imagines it ſelf invalid, or at 


leaſt only ſo far valid as it can, or wang 


(15) 
be ſupported. On this Account we find 
the Author of the Groaus of Europe quoted, 
whoſe Principles he follows upon this 
Head. That Author has given the Re- 
ſolution of the moſt famous Civilians and 
Canoniſts upon that Point, who concur 
in affirming the Invalidity of a Prince's 
renouncing for his Poſterity. I would 
fain ask this Writer what other Expe- 
dient, what better Security he can pro- 
ſe than this, and if as many Civilians 
and Canoniſts be found on the other Side, 


What that Argument ſignifies ? The only 


KOO ͤ ache: 
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reſult is then, that the Title muſt be di- 


ſputed by Arms; and whether we believe 
it valid or invalid, is of no Moment: 
Hoyever we may reſt aſſur'd, that ſuch 
aur as this is, muſt neceſſarily be 


reſented by all Europe, who will have a 
watchful Eye on the Parties, in order 


to prevent it. And therefore, I think, 


his Fears not ſo juſt as he imagines. 
But the very Argument being a mere 


_ Chimera, a Suppoſition of what may be, 


are not we at Liberty to ſuppoſe the 
r 7 8 . 
Again: If he thinks all Renunciations 
of this kind ivd, he gives thoſe whom 
he ſeems moſt to be afraid of a Handle to 
retort his own Reaſoning upon him. 
For may not any Friend to the Pretender 
5 5 argue 
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directly that way. 
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argue the ſame for him in Defence of 
his Right, and prove his Title after the 
ſame Manner, as he has proved K. Phi- 
Lip's to France? I can't tell if his 


Friends the Whigs, will thank him for 
turning an Advocate for the Pr 


tho? it is plain that his Argument leads 


After this we are told, that not only 


on the Side of King Püilir, but the 
Country in which he was born, and 


the Crown he was born to, it 1s pro- 
bable, that upon ſome ſeaſonable Conjun- 


tare, France may appear as willing to 


have him for their Ning, as he can be to 
accept of that Crown. Be it ſo; yet can 


he or any one elſe imagine, that the 


Princes concern'd, as to their own Titles, 


will not aſſiſt them, or the other Parts 


of Europe patiently fit, and fee ſuch pow- 


_erful Monarchies united? Or can we 


even dream, that the Spaniards them- 


ſelves, ever Jealous of the ory of their 


Empire, will be content to have the 
Seat of that Empire moved, and be rubd 
at a Diſtance like a petty Province, only 


a Member of France? Small Countries 


indeed, which devolve to Princes by 


Right of Marriage and Alliances, may 
be brought by 


egrees to ſuffer this, 
tho? we may obſerve, that eyen theſe 
r * — 
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are ſubject to frequent 1 and 
take all Opportunities of ſhowing the 
Vncaſineſs they lay under in being go- 


vern'd by foreign Maxims; Naples, and 


e are a ſufficient Evidence 
of this. And therefore, to think that 


reg which has made the greateſt Fi- 
re of any Empire in Europe, ſhould 
it to it, is mere Madneſs ; or, ac- 


cording to the beloved Phraſe of this Au- 


thor, a Je. EYE 
But # this does not happen in the 


Days of K. Pp, or bis immediate 


Deſcendants, it may in ſucceeding Ge- 
nerations : Yet the fame Reaſons, and 


| ſtronger too, are a ainſt it, the farther 
the Cate is placed From K. PriLiy. The 
French t 
ſhook off their Fendneſs for thoſe Princes, _ 
even of their -own Blood, whom _ 
they never ſa w, nor could be tied to by 


it is probable, will have 


any common Means which uſually create 
Affection: Beſides that, this will more 
increaſe the fame on the other Hand, 


ſince the Dukes of Berry and Orleans 


will be conſtantly reſident ' amongſt 
them, and no doubt upon fo glorious a 
Proſpect as the Crown of Fance, apply- 


ing all their Time and Policy to eſta- 


bliſh their Intereſt in the Hearts of the 
* 8 


4 | Titles, 


ow 


argue the ſame for him in Defence of 


his Right, and prove his Title after the 
fame Manner, as he has proved K. Pri- 


Lip's to France? I can't tell if his 


Friends the Whigs, will thank him for 


turning an Advocate for the Pr——der, 


tho? it is plain that his Argument leads 
directly that Way. 185 e 


Alter this we are told, that not only 


on the Side of King Philip, but the 
Country in which he was born, and 
the Crown he was born to, it is pro- 


bable, that upon ſome ſeaſonable Conjun- 


fare, France may appear as willing to 


have him for their Ning, as he can be to 
Accept of that Crows. Be it ſo 3 yet Ca 1 
he or any one elſe imagine, that the y 


Princes concern'd, as to their own Titles, 


will not aſſiſt them, or the other Parts | 


of Europe patiently fit, and fee ſuch pow- 
erful Monarchies united? Or can we 
even dream, that the Spaniards them- 
ſelves, ever Jealous of the Glory of their 
Empire, will be content to have the 


Seat of that Empire moved, and be ruPd 
at a Diſtance like a petty Province, only 
a Member of France? Small Countries 


indeed, which devolve to Princes by 


Right of Marriage and Alliances, may 


be brought by degrees to ſuffer this, 
tho? we may obſerve, that even theſe 
F Are 
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are ſubje& to frequent Convulſions, and 


take all Opportunities of ſhowing the 


Uncaſineſs they lay under in being go- 


vern'd by foreign Maxims; Naples, and 


other Countries, are a ſufficient Evidence 
of this. And therefore, to think that 


Spain, which has made the greateſt Fi- 
gure of any Empire in Europe, ſhould 


it to it, is mere Madneſs; or, ac- 
cording to the beloved Phraſe of this Au- 


thor, a J. C 
But if this does not happen in the 


Days of K. PmLIp, or his immediate 
Deſcendants, it may in ſucceeding Ge- 
nerations: Vet the ſame Reaſons, and 


ſtronger too, are againſt it, the farther 
the Caſe is placed from K PHIIIp. The 
French then, it is probable, will have 


{hook off their Fondneſs for thoſe Princes, 
even of. their -own Blood, whom 
they never ſaw, nor could be tied to by 
any common Means which uſually create 
Affection: Befides that, this will more 
increaſe the fame on the other Hand, 
ſince the Dukes of Berry and Orleans 


will be conſtantly reſident amongſt = 
them, and no doubt upon fo glorious a 


Proſpect as the Crown of France, apply- 
ing all their Time and Policy to eſta- 
bliſh their Tntereſt in the Hearts of the 
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Titles, ſays this Writer, have Jain dor. 


mant for a Generation or Two, and after- 


wards have broke out when a proper Op- 
: abies Arn 142 it ſelf. This actually 
happen d in the Þ| 
Houſes of York and Lancaſter, for the 


Controverſ between the 


(Crown of England, about 250 Tears ago. 


But can we call this in any manner a 


parallel Inſtance ? For in the Firſt Place 


the Caſe is widely different between a 
 fmgle, and two ſeparate, Kingdoms; 
the Parties for each of the Houſes, and 


their Heads being continually acting and 
contriving to promote their proper In- 


tereſt, either out of Revenge or Affecti · 
on; Beſide the Pretenders to the Crown 
were either amongſt the People, or not 


ſo far removed as to loſe their Hearts. 
But the Caſe is not ſo in ſeparate Ring- 


doms, where one Pretender muſt be ne- 


ceſſarily abſent; and therefore not able 
but weakly to oppoſe the Power and 
Title of them who may have riveted 


their Intereſt by their Preſence, and all 
thoſe other popular Arts which are con- 


ſtantly made uſe of to aſſert .or confirm 


a diſputed Succeſſion to a Crows. But I 
can ſee no reaſon from hence, why the 
French ſhould rather receive PuiL1te or His 
eldeſt Sou, than the Duke of Berry, or his 

- Deſcendants? Would not one as well 
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1 
as the other prevent a Civil War, which 
our Author .confidently aſſures us they 
are mightily afraid of? This Caſe ſup- 
poſed cannot happen before Two Deaths, 
at leaſt, the preſent King and Dauphin: 
ſo that I may fay with him upon ano- 
ther Suppoſition, What Scenes may ariſe 
after this we cannot at this diſtance, with 
any Probability, undertake to foretel. And 
"= this prudent Forecaſter has taken into 
Is Head to foretel Scenes equally re- 
mote, to ſettle Empires, diſannul Titles, 


and prove others with as high a Hand, 


as if he ſaw into their Events with a 
real Certainty. He has fat at home, 


and written a Tragedy, to be acted go, 


or a 1oo Years hence, by all the F- 
ropean Potentates; and pleas'd himſelf 
with the Thought, how he ſhall be 
applauded in his Grave, and yet he 
does not know one of the Actors Names, 

or whether it will be acted or no. 
But now the ſmooth Part is coming 
on, and the fine Speaker begins to acquit 

himſelf for all the Murder | 
mitted on .this viſionary Stage : What 
is here ſuggeſted concerning the future 
Proſpect of the Affairs of Europe, is not 
aid with a Deſign to accuſe the Mini- 
It for what they have done; they cer- 
|| Family know the m_ of the Nation, od | 
F . 2 _ » Tine 


e has com- 


„„ 
the Condition of our Allies, better than 
private Men. And this is a good Rea- 
(on, why By-ſtanders ſhould paſs modeſt 
Cenſures upon what they have donc: 
But à Britiſh Parliament has 4 Right 
0 deſire an eAccount of the Steps which 
have been taken for the Nation's Good. 
I defire this Author to inform us 
which of the Two he reckons himſelf, 
a By-/tander, or a Britiſh Parliament, 
that he takes ſuch a Freedom to ac- 
cuſe, The latter He cannot be unleſs 
he thinks one Perſon a Parhament, and 


if he be only a By. ſtander, I know not F 
what Reaſon he can plead by the Laws Ii 


of the Land, to paſs any Cenſure at all 
upon the Miniſtry. If they certainly know |. 
the State of the Nation, and the Con- 
dition of the eAllies, better than private 
Men; what Foundation has he to write, 
and give his Opinion of the State of 
the Nation, which by his own Con- 
ceſſion he muſt be ignorant of, at beſt 
comparatively he muſt be ſo? But we 
are to take this only as a Compliment ; 
for if the Truth were known, I believe 
it would appear that he thinks himſelf 
a better Judge of State Affairs than 
any of the Miniſtry; and becauſe he 
cannot engage himſelf any other way 
in them, he calls for Pen and Ink, and 


* 


, 


| 


| 
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is reſolved to balance that in Writing, 


which he cannot perform in Manage- 


The Powers and Privileges. of Parli- 
aments, no one, that is the leaſt con- 
verſant in Buſineſs, can be a ſtranger 


to: So that he might have ſaved him- 


ſelf the trouble of beating over that 


Path again; but for the Sake of 
L=—d 71 —— ad, they are to hav 
ſecond Turn. This Noble Peer was 


my 


Ee. 


© 


clared an Enemy to his Country, for fign- 
ing the Barrier Treaty; which Barrier 


we are told, in another Place, is 


but 


| lictle different from that accepted of at 


+, preſent. But that will not at all affect 


diſputable, whether the Treaty were 
honourable or not, the Alterations ſuf. 
ficiently ſhew it was not thought ſo by 
thoſe whom he allows the beſt Judges, 
the Q——a and Miniſtry. But the 


Foundation of that Vote ſeems to 


de- 


pend upon that Noble L—-d's exceed. 


ing his Commiſſion; which is ea 
ſeen by comparing the Treaty with 


ſily 


his 


Inſtructions: And upon thoſe Grounds 
it appears to me that the Hoe went, 


when they made that Declaration. 
The next Surmiſe we meet with 
fer a more ſoftening and kind Exp 


FY 


reſ.' 


ſion 


+= "OM 


ſion of Her MajzsTy, and Her Parlia- 


ment, is, that tho? he owns their Aver- 
fion to Popery, he is in ſome Fears from 


private Men. If the Roman Catholicks 
were much more numerous than they 


are, while we have ſuch a Safe-Guard, 
there is no reaſon to be apprehenſive 


of their Power, tho? we know their 
Will; and the tacking of 2 Men 
a 


ſo cloſe as he does to what he men- 


tions of his Governoxrs, for all the ſmooth 
Strokes glances upon a Meaning, that 


I hope a Perſon of ſo much profeſs*d 
Zeal and Duty cannot be guilty of. I 


would not miſinterpret him, and there. Þ 
fore leave it entirely to his own Con- 
ſcience, which can beſt know his De- 
aug W 

— * 


The Dutch ſeem to have a great 


Share in our Author's Affection; and it 
is agreed, between all thinking Men, 
that our News Papers uſe them a little 
too hardly, as, on the other Hand, theirs 
do us. They I believe cannot give fo 
good a Reaſon for that Treament as we: 
That they have over-reach'd us in Trade, 
i own'd by him; and we may add, in- 
fulted us in our Politics; and, in other 
Caſes equally provoking to generous 
Fpirits. But what does a little piquer- 
ing between eAbel, and the eAmſterdars 


J 
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Courant ſignify ? Are theſe the Senſe of 
a Nation, or do they at all affect the 
reat Buſineſs now in Hand? In ſhort 


ome of them are angry they have not 


the Management of the Peace in as great 
a Meaſure as they had of the War; and 
ſome among us think they had too great 
a Share in the latter to be eArbitrators in 
the former. That they are the greateſt Sup- 


Port next to us, to the Proteſtant Intereſt iu 


Europe, we believe; and that Queen Eli- 
zabeth ſhew'd great Politics by ſupport- 
ing that Infant State againſt the Spani- 


ard: But that they ſupported her too, 


can be no more ſaid, than that Prince 


" Ragotski ſupported the K. of Frame, 
that is, very remotely, and by conſe- 


quence, 


* 


It is neceſſary indeed, that the Two 


Great Proteſtant Powers ſhould keep tage- 


ther; but then it is not neceſſary that 


the greater of theſe Two Powers 


ſhould act, as it were, under a conti- 


nual Subſerviency to the Maxims and 


Intereſts of the leſſer, without a due 


Conſideration of its ſelf. When this 
comes to paſs (as it is noted it has) 


Reſentments cannot but break out be- 


tween them ; for a Tameneſs in the 
Abuſed, would only draw on new In- 


dignities, and make them tenfold more 


the 


8 
} 
{ 
| 
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 Whiggiſh Sophiſtry. The Tories are fond 


( 24 


the Beaſts of Burthen, than they were 
at firſt. 3 i 1 


But that Breach is already healed, the 


Barrier Treaty mutually ſigned, and an 
entire Confidence between each State 


renewed : So that if our Author has no 
better Luck with his other Prophecies 
that lie at a greater diſtance, than he 


had in this, he may give Over his Fears 


about the Pretender. 


As for the Pamphlet stuff, I wonder 


ſo acute a Politician ſhould think that 


Worth his Notice, unleſs any of theſe 
Scriptores Triobolgres have touch'd his 


perſonal Character, and then it is na- 


tural enough for him, tho? beneath his 
Dignity, to reſent it. „ 
But now we are to be ruined all þ 
at once, by an implicit Confidence in every 
thing that is called True. And the Rea- 
ſon for it is one of the beſt that ever 
Woaas given; becauſe he Bulk of the To- | 
rie iu England are again the Pretender 
That is, in plain Ezgliſh, the greateſt 
Part of the Tories are againft the Pre- 


tender ; and yet theſe Tories will bring 
in the Pretender. This is a Logic only 


| known to pengtrating refined Heads, 
and not to be apprehended by any Man 


who has not gone through a Courſe-of 


of 


e. Ak Ry oo ew nov 
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land. Sure theſe Tories are ſtrange Mon- 


ſters, to ruin what they love; io very 
fond of their Mother, that they muſt 


needs ſhew their kindneſs by hugging 


her to Death. But I ſhould rather ſuſ- 


pe& thoſe of ſuch a pernicious Deſign, 


who unfortunately, and phe fome of _ 

t indeed) gave 

into ſeveral things whilſt they were in 
Power, which loo very ill towards the 
Church. Why truly their Sufterance, 
perhaps their Encouragement of Books, 
* ſome of which denied the Being of a 
+ God; others the fundamentals of Re- 
veal'd Religion in direct Terms; and 


them maliciouſiy, (very fo 


many more ridicuPd its Doctrines and 


Diſcipline, and inſulted all that had the 
Honour to attend at the eAltar, did look 
very ill towards the Church? Moſt of 
theſe were written either at the Com- 
mand of Whigs, or Dedicated to Whip- 
| 2ih L— ds, who were then in Power; 
which ſeem to me ſomething more than 


#1 Looks towards the Church. No, no, 


there was nothing at all at the Bottom 
of this. Theſe good Men never deſign'd 
any harm, what they did, was only for 
an Exerciſe of the CHurch's Patience; and 


D had 


of the Chitrch of England; therefore it is 
a neceſſary Conſequence that they have 
a Deſign to deſtroy the Church of Eng- 
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at fir 

But that Breach 7 is ready healed, the 

7 Barrier Treaty mutually ſigned, and an 
entire Confidence between each State 
_ renewed :- So that if our Author has 8 
better Luck with his other Pr 
that lie at a greater diſtance, t in 28 

had in this, he may give over his Fears 

about the retender. 

As for the Pam phlet Stuff, I Wonder 
ſo acute a Politician ſhould "think that 

Worth his Notice, unleſs any of theſe 
Scriptores Triobolares have touch'd his 

perſonal Character, and then it is na- 

tural enough for him, the” beneath his 
Dignity, to reſent it. 

But now we are to be ruined all 

at once, by an implicit Confidence in every 
thing that is called True. And the Rea- 
fon for it is one of the beft that ever 
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Was given; becauſe the Bulk of the To- 


rie in England are a 25 ainſt the Pretender 

That is, in plain Ezghſh, the greateſt 
Part of the Tories are againſt the Pre- 
tender; and yet theſe Tories will bring 
5a the Pretender. This is a Logic only 
known to rating . Heads, 
and not to be apprehended by any Man 
who has not gone through a Courſe of 
asl n. The T ies are * 
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of the Church F England; therefore it is 
a neceſſary Conſequence that they have 
a Deſign to deſtroy the Church of Eng- 
land. Sure theſe Tories are ſtrange Mon. 
ſters, to ruin what they love; io very 
fond of their Mother, that they muſt 
needs ſhew their Kindneſs by hugging 
her to Death. But I ſhould rather fuſ- 
pe& thoſe of ſuch a pernicious Deſign, 
who unfortunately, and 8 ſome of 
them malicioufly, (very ſoft indeed) gave 
into ſeveral things whilſt they were in 
Power, which look'd very ill towards the 
Church, Why truly their Sufferance, 


1 1 their Encouragement of Books, 


| {ſome of which denied the Being of a 
God; others the fundamentals of Re- 
| veaPd Religion in direct Terms; and 


many more ridicuPd its Doctrines and 
Diſcipline, and inſulted all that had the 
Honour to attend at the eAltar, did look 


ver) ill towards the Church? Moſt of 


theſe were written either at the Com- 
mand of Whigs, or Dedicated to Nhig- 
2iſh L—ds, who were then in Power; 
which ſeem to me ſomething more than 
ll Looks towards the Church. No, no, 


there was nothing at all at the Bottom 5 
of this. Theſe good Men never deſign'd 


any harm, what they did, was only for 


an Exerciſe of the Charc/'s Patience; and 


D had 
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had fre bore their Perſecution a little 
longer, they would immediately have 
been Friends with her, and embraced 
her with a filial Love and Duty: Nay, 
it is confidently reported, that a certain 
Perſon of Diſtinction, who knew how 
Matters went, had taken up a Reſolu- 
tion to turn Chriſtian. But he hopes the 
late Miniſtry will repent of this Uſage 


of the Charch; and all things Serious 
and Sacred. I am glad he has put his 
Hopes in the Future Tenſe; for I am 


fure there are little Signs of their Re- | 


pentance as yet, but rather of the con- 


tinued Efforts of deſpairing Malice, and 

the laſt Struggles of inveterate Hatred. 
But muſt we neceſſarily fall, ſays he, 
into Scylla, ix endeavouring to avoid Cha- 
rybdis? „ 


Could we not wake from that lethargic 


Dream, 


But to be reſtleſs in a worſe Extream ? 


T would fain know what he means by 
2 worſe Extream? Can any thing be 


worle than downright Infidelity, than the 


Suffrance of a total Denial of both Co- 


venants ? Is not Popery with all its Er- 


rors more tolerable than this? Can we 


come to a worſe paſs than eAthei/m and 
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Blaſphemy, avow'd, printed, acted with 
Impunity ? Upon this Head we find that 

his Fears quicken ; and here is a Scheme 

laid for the Pretender again. How he 
muſt act, and what we muſt ſuffer if 
he comes among us. We are by this 
| Repreſentation quite defenceleſs in this 
Caſe, becauſe We have wantonly caft 
off our old Friends the Dutch. But 
he is unhappily miſtaken in that Point'; 
for I know of no difference between us 
and the Dutch, but who ſhall reap the 
greateſt Benefit in the enſuing Peace: 
And we can hardly fay, That there is 
b muci as cher at pen. 
Io prove this, I will only make uſe 
of his own Words; Men the Dutch ſee 
that we are heartily in the Intereſt of 
the Proteſtant Succeſſion, we may be ſure 
they will be heartily our Friends, eſpeci- 
ally ſince their Barrier is ſo well ſecured. 
The Dutch have ſeen, and do ſee, that 
we are entirely for the Proteſtant Suc- 
ceſſion; but that is nothing to the Pur- 
poſe, when it is for this Writer's Argu- 
ment that we and the Dutch ſhould 
differ, then we hear of weak eAlliances, 
cold eAſfiſtances, and a mutual Diffidence 
in time of common Danger. But when 
it is more to his Deſign to cover his Re- 
flections with a Diſguiſe, Then our 
TE HERS... | 
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firming, and Denying the 

the ſame Time, being only very Polite | 

and very Poſitive. + e 
In ſhort, I can't ſee what this Writer 


(28) 


Hearts agree we are entire Friends, 
our Reſentments vaniſh, our Diſguſts real, 


or imaginary, are removed. Thus it fares 


too with the Jacobites and Papiſts : In 
one Page their Hoſt is numbred, they are a 
formidable Party, very willing and not 
unable to aſſert the 2 
tender: In another Place they have not 
Strength enough to make any conſiderable 
Oppoſition, they dwindle to a Handful, 


laim of the Pre- 


and there ours diſappear. This Author 
ought to inform us in which Place he 
is in earneſt, and when we ought to 


write Truth under his Sentences, other- 

_ wiſe he leaves us in a Miſt, and amuſes 
us with contradictory Affirmations; one 
of which muſt be Falſe. At this rate a 


Man may engage to write the Hiſtory 
of the Two next Centuries within this 


Half Year, only with the modeſt and 


modern Allowances of Suppetion 1 
ame Thing at 


drives at, but to infuſe ſealouſies of the 


 Miziſtry into the Minds of the People, 


to colour over all his Abuſes and Refle- 


ctions with one ſaving Exception of his 
not accuſing them. He tells us directl 
that the preſent Peace muſt Ruin us, muſt 


confirm 


: 


(29). 


confirm the Power of France, and bring 
in Popery; and yet does not accuſe any 


Body. I paſs over many invidious Turns 


of this Nature, ſuch as, They can't ruin 


us alone if they would : New Troops of 


Peers, Elegancies peculiar to this polite 
Writer. In the mean time, I would 


adviſe him to ſuſpend his Judgment upon 


the State of Peace, till he knows what 
| it is; for all that he has ſaid is merely upon 


Suppoſition, and capable of no Proof, 
*till his Suppoſitions are made Facts: 
And then, if in his Political Wiſdom 


he thinks fit to proceed to New Oh- 

ſervations, or revive his Old ones, he 

may chance to hear of ſome more Re- 
marks. „„ 
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